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Oakland, California: In her new book, Love Warriors: The Rise of the Marriage Equality Movement and Why It Will Prevail, Kotulski discusses the negative impact on LGBT kids "growing up in a world that tells them that their love is disgusting, and despises them for being true to their heart.  This would be devastating to anyone, but especially to a young person who is isolated and may not have the support and resources that adults are able to seek out," said  psychologist and published author Davina Kotulski, PhD.  "Coming out in a society that strips LGBT people of their rights and denies them freedoms guaranteed others can be terrifying and as we have seen, lead them to desperate, hopeless acts such as suicide." 



"Passing laws to deny same-sex couples the opportunity to marry is a form of adult bullying.  Taunting and teasing LGBT youth is the childhood equivalent and stems from the same sense of entitlement in voting to strip away from gay people, civil rights that are enjoyed by all other adults.  It undermines the American value that all people should be treated equally and instead sends a message to children that gay people are not worthy of equal dignity or respect," said  Kotulski.



Kotulski discusses the documented rise in hate crimes and reported instances of bullying that took place during the Proposition 8 campaign in California where LGBT youth bore the brunt of having an exception written into the state's equal protection clause.



Kotulski and her wife, Molly McKay, National Media Director of Marriage Equality USA will be in Fayetteville, Arkansas, Austin, Texas and throughout California offering free Love Warrior workshops, promoting her new book and her latest series of Coming Out workshops and tele-seminars aimed at helping LGBT people and their allies get engaged in ending LGBT bullying and marriage discrimination.  



Love Warriors: The Rise of the Marriage Equality Movement and Why It Will Prevail is now available at your local bookstores and on-line at amazon.com.  Kotulski is the former Executive Director of Marriage Equality USA.  For additional information go to www.davinakotulski.com <http://www.davinakotulski.com/>  
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