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	(New York City) LGBT civil rights groups say today's ruling by the New York State Court of Appeals that same-sex couples have no constitutional right to marriage is not the end of the issue.

The high court, in a 4 - 2 ruling issued Thursday morning (story) said that defining marriage is an issue for the Legislature and that is where LGBT groups say they will focus their attention.

Lawyers involved in the omnibus case involving four different lawsuits brought by 44 gay and lesbian couples said they have not lost their resolve.

"The question for the Legislature is an easy one: whether to follow through on the support of the majority of voters in this state to end discrimination against their gay friends and neighbors," said Susan Sommer, Senior Counsel at Lambda Legal and lead attorney on one of the four cases.

Empire State Pride Agenda said it is organizing statewide rallies tonight to call for swift legislative action in granting equal access to marriage. 

The rallies will be held in seven locations across the state, including New York City, Long Island, the Hudson Valley, Albany, Buffalo, Rochester and Syracuse.

“It is unacceptable that the Court has turned its back on New York’s long history of equality and justice,” said Alan Van Capelle, Pride Agenda Executive Director.

“Today’s decision is far from the end of the battle for New York’s lesbian and gay families. The Court has had its say, and now it is time for our elected officials to stand against discrimination and support marriage equality."

Several Democratic members of the Legislature are supporting quick action by lawmakers.

“We in the legislature must continue to fight to help ensure that same-sex couples are afforded the right to marry," said New York State Senator David Paterson. "It is, quite simply, the fair and just thing to do. No one should be denied equality or basic fundamental protections under the law.”

The Washington D.C.-based National Stonewall Democrats called on New York Democrats to get behind legislation that would grant marriage equality. 

Currently, legislation to grant such recognition to same-sex couples has been authored by Democratic State Senator Thom Duane, and is supported by the New York State Democratic Party. Democratic gubernatorial nominee and Attorney General Eliot Spitzer has vowed to introduce such legislation if elected this November.

"The majority of New Yorkers support marriage equality and we are now seeing a new generation of Democrats emerge in the Empire State whose leadership will help turn that support into law," said Jo Wyrick, NSD Interim Executive Director. 

"Although Republican Governor George Pataki strongly opposes marriage recognition for same-sex couples, LGBT Democrats throughout New York will soon help elect a Governor who has vowed to lead his fellow Democrats in enacting legislation granting full marriage equality to same-sex couples."

Pataki praised the ruling Thursday.

"I am satisfied that today's decision by the State's highest Court to uphold our position that marriage is between a man and a woman is the right one," the governor said.

Sen. Duane said he will push for a vote on his gay marriage bill but predicted a major battle in the legislature. 

"Instead of a moral, legal and constitutional victory, the LGBT community now faces a dragged-out political street brawl in the State Senate and Assembly. That is a shame. It did not have to be this way," he said.

New York same-sex couples reacted with shock at the ruling.

“Equal protection under the law has not been granted to my partner and me, together for over thirteen years in a committed, loving relationship.” said Manhattan resident Scott Sinclair, speaking about his long-term relationship with Rob Buchanan.

“To treat our relationship different than that of opposite-sex couples is discriminatory and we are shocked at the Court’s ruling. This can not continue and my partner and I, along with many others, will take this matter to our elected representatives,” said Sinclair.

Albany resident Darcy Rickard agreed.

“It is now time for my legislators to support my family,” said Rickard. “My family is based on love. And that love needs the protections that come with marriage.”

In Rochester, Jo Meleca and Christine Voigt called the ruling "appalling".

“As tax-paying, law-abiding Americans we deserve the full rights of citizenship," said Meleca. 

Support for same-sex couples is also pouring in on the national level.

“Today’s tortured and intellectually strained decision is beyond disappointing," said National Gay and Lesbian Task Force Executive Director Matt Foreman. 

"It is insulting to gay and lesbian people and our families. It is an egregious departure from the New York Court of Appeal’s long and proud tradition of advancing liberty and dismantling discrimination. It is a disgrace to the constitution and the people of New York.”

“In allowing the state of New York to continue to discriminate against gay and lesbian couples, the state Court of Appeals abdicated its responsibility to uphold the due process and equal protection clauses of the state Constitution, said People For the American Way Foundation President Ralph G. Neas in a statement. 

"Instead, the Court relied on tired assumptions about parenting and procreation in determining that gay and lesbian New Yorkers can properly be considered second-class citizens when it comes to marriage and denied the important protections for their families that only marriage provides. The legal analysis embraced by the Court’s majority was wrong," Neas said. 

Davina Kotulski, Executive Director, Marriage Equality USA said the court had abrogated its responsibility.
"Today in New York we see the total wholesale abandonment of the historic role of the judiciary to protect the rights of the minority from the tyranny of the majority," said Kotulski. 
"Instead of properly determining that all New Yorkers are entitled to equal protection under the State Constitution, the New York Appeals Court has taken the position that lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender New Yorkers are only entitled to the civil rights that the popular opinion of the day permits."
The New York ruling is unlikely to affect same-sex marriage cases before two other state supreme courts: New Jersey and Washington.

"Today's decision in New York has zero impact on -- and is no indication of -- how the New Jersey Supreme Court might rule on marriage for same-sex couples.  Not even the slightest," said Garden State Equality chair Steven Goldstein in a statement.

"On LGBT rights as well as on other social issues, New Jersey law has long been different from New York State's and the laws of other states.  Additionally, New Jersey courts have been among the most fair-minded in the country, from allowing same-sex couples to adopt jointly to holding that the Boy Scouts may not discriminate against a gay scoutmaster."

In California where a same-sex marriage case will be argued in a mid level appeals court next week the National Center for Lesbian Rights said the New York ruling is unlikely to be used as a precedent.

“California courts are unlikely to be swayed by the reasoning in today’s decision," said NCLR legal director Shannon Minter.

"Unlike New York, the California legislature and California courts have taken a strong stand that lesbian and gay parents and their children need and deserve equal legal protections. Because of this clear policy, a California court could not accept a desire to treat some families as superior to others as a legitimate basis for discrimination in marriage," Minter said. 
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